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Events

     For the first time, Taylor Guitars participated 
in the Music China trade show held this past 
October in Shanghai, China. The show is China’s 
version of the NAMM trade shows, in which 
manufacturers and distributors showcase their 
products to dealers and the public. (Music China 
is similar to the Musikmesse show in Germany, 
where the last day is open to the public.) 
     Taylor had a modest trade show booth  
that was staffed by our International Sales 
Manager Diane Magagna, her assistant, Dena 
Hickman Wolff, and Taylor’s Trade Show 
Manager David Kaye. 
     “Since it was our first time exhibiting at the 
show, we didn’t do a full-blown display,” explains 
Kaye. “We wanted to ‘dip our toe in the water’ to 
get a feel for the show first.”
     “Due to the popularity of Shanghai and the 
demand for Chinese products, many of Taylor’s 
current international distributors from around 
the world had meetings with us in Shanghai,” 
reported Magagna.  “My observations are that 
just in the last two years, the show has become 
far more sophisticated, and the attendance has 
grown exponentially.”
     Ivan Music is Taylor’s distributor for China, 
and several of their staff hosted an impressive 

     The Americana Music Conference provides singer-songwriters of all abilities and genres the opportunity  
to hone their craft through a series of workshops, seminars and performances. This year, Taylor Guitars  
partnered up with Gruhn Guitars of Nashville and presented a booth full of guitars for attendees to play, and 
if they desired, to purchase. Billy Jackson of Gruhn was kind enough to man the booth with Taylor staffer  
David Kaye. Billy is one of the most knowledgeable and colorful salespeople around, and purchasing from him 
is a memorable event in itself.
     One of the highlights of the conference is the Honors & Awards show, held at the legendary Ryman Auditorium 
in Nashville. This is the sixth year the awards show has been held, and several artists, including Lyle Lovett, Patty 
Griffin, Buddy Miller, Taylor artist Darrell Scott and Joe Ely were on hand to either present an award or to receive 
one. Darrell Scott took home “Song of the Year” honors for “Hank Williams’ Ghost,” while Taylor player Joe Ely 
received the prestigious “Lifetime Achievement Award for Performing.” Taking the stage with his black T5, Ely 
captivated the audience with a mesmerizing solo performance.   ■
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exhibition booth that featured several Taylor 
models. Many visitors to the Taylor booth spoke 
some English, but when language became a bar-
rier, Taylor staffers would escort them from the 
Taylor booth to the Ivan Music area. Even when 
there was difficulty conversing, the enthusiasm 
and awareness of the Taylor brand was nothing 
short of astonishing.
     “Instead of ‘introducing’ our products at 
the show, we found to our surprise that many 
attendees already owned a Taylor, whether an 
814ce, DDSM, 615ce or several other Taylor 
models,” Kaye reports. “It blew me away how 
many people knew about Taylor or owned one 
of our guitars. After the first dozen or so people, 
I asked someone how they had heard of us. 
‘Internet’ was the response.” 
     “I visit your site — often,” one young  
man who owned a DDSM shared. “I like your 
guitars very much.” 
     Taylor plans to exhibit again at the 2008  
Music China show, which will be held October 
9-12, in Shanghai.
     Special thanks to Andrew Pak, Leo Pak, 
Crystal Hu and everyone else at Ivan Music for 
all of their help and hospitality.    ■
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CALENDAR

TAYLOR ROAD SHOW EVENTS
We’re rolling out in March on our first 
Road Show tour of 2008. Check the 
Taylor website for the latest dates. We’ll 
also be doing a series of restring/guitar 
tech events this year.

Worchester,  
Massachusetts 
Union Music
Monday, March 24, 7 p.m.
(508) 753-3702

Springfield,  
Massachusetts
Falcetti Music
Tuesday, March 25, 7 p.m.
(413) 543-1002

Saratoga Springs,  
New York
Lillian’s Restaurant*
Presented by Saratoga Guitar
Wednesday, March 26, 7 p.m.
(518) 581-1604
*Seating is limited;  
Advance reservations required

For the latest event listings, including the Taylor Road Show, Doyle 
Dykes workshops, festivals, and to register for the E/vent E-mail 
Reminder Program, visit the Taylor website online calendar at taylorgui-
tars.com/calendar. For more information about the Taylor Road Show, 
be sure to visit taylorguitars.com/roadshow.

Festivals / 
Trade Shows
SXSW 
Austin, Texas
March 7-16 
www.sxsw.com 

Musikmesse 
Frankfurt,  
Germany 
March 12-15
Musik.messefrankfurt.com

Dallas Guitar Show 
Dallas, Texas
April 18-20
www.guitarshow.com

DOYLE DYKES 
WORKSHOPS/
CONCERTS
Weatherford, Texas
Craig’s Music 
Monday, March 1, 7 p.m.
(817) 599-8021

Shreveport, 
Louisiana
Shreveport Music
Monday, March 3, 7 p.m.
(318) 798-6000

Fayetteville, 
Arkansas
Ben Jack’s Arkansas Music
Tuesday, March 4, 7 p.m.
(479) 442-7021

Jonesboro, Arkansas
Caffè Buono
Presented by Back Beat Music
Wednesday, March 5, 7 p.m.
(870) 932-7529

Nashville, Tennessee
World Music Nashville
Thursday, March 6, 7 p.m.
(615) 425-0256
www.worldmusicnashville.com

Tucson, Arizona
Guitars Etc.
Monday, March 10, 7 p.m.
(520) 748-1111

Glendale, Arizona
Sam Ash
Wednesday March 12, 7 p.m.
(602) 863-7746

Flagstaff, Arizona
Arizona Music Pro
Thursday, March 13, 7 p.m.
(928) 556-9054
www.azmusicpro.com

MerleFest 
Wilkesboro,  
North Carolina
April 24-27
www.merlefest.org

Summer  
NAMM  
Nashville,  
Tennessee
June 20-22
(Not open to public)
www.namm.org

The SolidBody electric went 
on sale at select U.S. dealers on 
“Black Friday,” November 23. 
Father and son duo, Ken and 
Paul Tobias of Tobias Music in 
Downers Grove, Illinois, were 
among the early birds to kick off 
the holiday season by opening 
their store at midnight, allowing 
another father and son, Jerry 
and Joe Campbell, to be the first 
customers to take home a Taylor 
SolidBody. L-R: Jerry Campbell, 
Paul Tobias, Joe Campbell, Ken 
Tobias. Photo by Chris Tobias

 
L-R: Monty Python alum 

Eric Idle and custom 
guitar builder Danny 
Ferrington dropped  
by the Taylor room  
at NAMM. Photo  

by David Kaye

Junior guitar slinger Grant 
Austin Taylor shows how 
it’s done on the Taylor 
stage at NAMM.  
Photo by Richard Berry


